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The movement of plants, animals, and microbes beyond their natural range is unpredictable. Once in a new environment, an organism may simply die. Or it may take hold and reproduce, but with little noticeable effect on its surroundings. Invasive species such as the zebra mussel, gypsy moth, Eurasian milfoil, and purple loosestrife are significant threats to rural, urban, and natural ecosystems throughout the world. Rapidly increasing levels of global travel and commerce have heightened concern.
Davidson, CB. and others.  2001. Prediction of stand susceptibility and gypsy moth defoliation in Coastal Plain mixed pine/hardwoods. 
